
WHO ARE WE?

We are a member society of The Arts Society in 
the United Kingdom. Patron of our society is the 
Honorary British Consul in Hamburg.

OUR AIM

To promote a greater awareness of international 
cultural heritage and to enrich lives through the 
arts, connecting people to the arts and each 
other with

	world-class lectures
	 Church Recording
	 Young Arts projects

WHAT WE OFFER 

Illustrated lectures in English on

	 architecture – landscape gardens
	 collecting antiques – art
	 furniture – sculpture
	 silver – china
	 music – literature

WE ALSO OFFER 

	 weekend study days
	 visits to local art galleries and museums
	 outings to places of historical interest
	 cultural tours to neighbouring countries
	 The Arts Society quarterly magazine

TIME AND PLACE 

Most of our lectures are held at DESY, Notkestraße 
85, 22607 Hamburg and start at 20:00.

However we occasionally use other locations and 
sometimes start earlier, so please check our web-
site before attending. Normally doors and wine 
bar open half an hour before.

HOW TO FIND US 

By public transport to Othmarschen S-Bahn, then 
Metrobus 1 to Hünengrab/DESY, or to Altona 
S-Bahn, then Metrobus 2 to DESY.

Ample parking space is available.

SUBSCRIPTION 

Annual membership is €85 for single members and 
€160 for couples.

Guests are always welcome at €15 (students €5) 
per lecture.

MORE INFORMATION

Pat Pledger 040 821858 
Jeannie Rewerts 04101 64572

Website www.theartssocietyhamburg.de 
Email hamburg@theartssociety.org 
Facebook www.facebook.com/  
 bridfashamburg

Bank IBAN: DE37 2005 0550 1253 1203 47

Lecture Season 2019-2020

Cover 
Illustration

Le Soleil Toute L’Annee Sur La Cote D’Azur 
(1920-1930) Roger Broders for Paris Lyon 
Mediteranee rail

Lecture by Mary Alexander on 24 October 
2019

Flyer sponsored by

www.pledger-bet.de

New lecture location

Vortragsraum, Staatsbibliothek

Von-Melle-Park 3, 20146 HH

(check our website in case of 
any special changes)



Programme 2019 - 2020

Thursday 19 September 2019

A Carpet Ride to Khiva

by Chris Alexander

The lecture will examine the traditional role of car-
pet weaving and embroidery in the social lives of 
Central Asian women and how social and political 
influences led to the decline of textile production.    
It will focus on the attempt to revive the rich tex-
tile heritage of Khiva, Bukhara and Samarkand, 
using 15th Century designs sourced from illumi-
nated manuscripts of the time and will highlight 
the challenges involved such as the sourcing of 
natural dyes from neighbouring Afghanistan.

Thursday 24 October 2019

Riviera Paradise:  
Art, Design and Pleasure in the 1920s

by Mary Alexander

Since the 19th century English high society had 
‘wintered over’ on the Côte d’Azur, but always left 
by April. In the early 1920’s, however, an intoxicat-
ing mix of artists, writers, musicians and interna-
tional visitors, inspired by a mythological seascape 
of luminous colours, created a new summer season. 
Traditional boundaries were torn down. 

Thursday 21 November 2019

The Elgin Marbles

by Stephen Kershaw

It is now around 200 years since the purchase 
of the so-called ‘Elgin Marbles’  from Lord Elgin 
by the British Parliament. This lecture will explore 
the aesthetics, the back-story and the heated 
debates surrounding these fascinating and con-
troversial works of ancient Greek art which were 
originally part of the Parthenon and other build-
ings on the Acropolis of Athens.

Tuesday 18 February 2020

Miniature Adults? Images of Childhood in 
Western Art

by Sophie Oosterwijk

When we look at early child portraits we often see 
only miniature adults dressed stiffly in adult-like 
clothes. Yet what can portraits by artists such as 
Rembrandt or Velázquez really tell us about chil-
dren in the past? Recognising the (artistic) con-
ventions behind such images may help to discover 
more about childhood throughout history and 
about social expectations. 

So how did adults see children in the past, and how 
were they actually presented in art from Antiquity 
up to the present? Our findings could well be very 
different from what we might expect.

Thursday 26 March 2020

The Age of Jazz

by Sandy Burnett

One hundred years ago a group of American mu-
sicians docked in London, bringing with them for 
the very first time one of the twentieth century’s 
most important musical genres: jazz. 

Sandy‘s lecture covers the early years of jazz from 
its beginnings through to the start of the Second 
World War. Drawing on his practical experience 
both as musicologist and gigging musician, Sandy 
is able to shed light on jazz from the inside.

Thursday 23 April 2020

AGM followed by
The Art of Rabindranath Tagore

by John Stevens

Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941), winner of the 
1913 Nobel Prize for Literature, is arguably the 
most important Indian artistic figure of the mod-
ern era. The first Prime Minister of India, Jawahar-
lal Nehru, claimed that he had two gurus: Gandhi 
and Tagore. A renowned poet, novelist, composer 
and painter, Tagore is also the only person in his-
tory to have written the national anthems for two 
countries (India and Bangladesh). 

This lecture provides an introduction to Tagore’s 
remarkable life and work, including his novels, 
poetry, songs and paintings. It also explores the 
role Tagore’s art played in the story of India’s fight 
for independence.

Thursday 18 June 2020

The Sunflower in Art and Culture

by Twigs Way

A fascinating talk exploring the many depictions, 
myths and cultural roles of that most glorious of 
plants, the sunflower. 

Tracing its origins from South America, its asso-
ciation with the god Apollo, to its role in art as 
personification of kings starring in depictions by 
artists from van Dyck to van Gogh. Worshipped 
by the aesthetes and arts and crafts movements it 
found favour in the gardens of the Impressionists, 
and led a touch of magic to the humbler cottage 
garden. 

From Clytie to Klimt this is the extraordinary tale 
of an extraordinary plant.


