
THE ARTS SOCIETY HEXHAM - PROGRAMME 2020/2021

14 January, 2020, 2pm
Paul Rabbitts: A Concise History of Our Great British Parks
A beautifully illustrated insight into the history, decline and revival of a great British institution 
– the park, with its bandstands, fountains, floral displays and lakes.

11 February, 2020, 2pm
Pat Clark: People, Places and Piazzas: The Life and Art of Charles Mackie
Charles Mackie met Gauguin, and taught painting to Laura Knight. His work ranged from
watercolour to prints and sculpture. 100 years after his death, this talk looks at his life, work 
and contribution to Scottish Art.

10 March, 2020, 2pm
Geri Parlby: Garbo to Garland – The Magical Art of Hollywood
Lights, Camera, Action – inside stories of the art and artifice of the early decades of 
Hollywood both on and off the silver screen.

21 April, 2020, 7.30pm
Eveline Eaton: The Bayeux Tapestry – the World’s Oldest Comic Strip
The historical, cultural and artistic aspects of the unique masterpiece which provides such a
startling testimonial of peoples’ lives in the late Viking Age.

12 May, 2020, 7.30pm
Bertie Pearce: Charles Dickens – the Man, his Life and his Characters
Pickwick, Magwitch and Miss Havisham have become part of our national psyche. This talk 
looks at the life and places of Dickens, the events interspersed with readings from his work.

9 June, 2020, 7.30pm
Tim Redmond: A Tour of Big Ben
Big Ben is one of the most iconic buildings in the world. We learn of its historical background 
and take a virtual tour of the interior with stunning images – and no need to climb 334 stairs!

14 July, 2020, 7.30pm
Tony Rawlings: Mad Men and the Artists- how the advertising industry has exploited fine art
From the Renaissance to the present day, fine art has provided opportunities to enhance 
Brand imagery with admiration, humour, satire and irony. See some successful – and less 
successful – examples.

8th Sept, 2020, 7.30pm
Mark Ovenden: London Underground by Design
A gripping and amusing illustrated talk by this BBC documentary presenter and international
bestselling author.

13th Oct, 2020, 7.30pm
Imogen Corrigan: The Vikings are Coming!
Plundering, wrecking and desecrating, but were there other aspects to these “long-haired 
tourists from Scandinavia”? Examine their culture, beliefs, trading and sea-faring skills and 
look briefly at their art.

10th Nov, 2020, 7.30pm
Dr Twigs Way: The Sunflower in Art and Culture
Worshipped by Aesthetes and painted by impressionists, the sunflower casts its golden rays
across art and culture – we trace its history from classical myth to 20th Century painting.
12th Jan, 2021, 2pm

Christopher De Hamel: Medieval Illuminated Books of Hours
Private prayer books for domestic use, often including enchanting illustrations, decorated 
borders and sometimes scenes of daily life in the middle ages – a talk encompassing the 
writing, painting and illuminating of manuscripts given by this Wolfson History prize- winning 
author.



9th Feb, 2021, 2pm
Janet Gough: Cathedrals - Safe Places to do Risky Things
A virtual tour of the Church of England’s magnificent 42 cathedrals, jewels in the crown of 
our built heritage, including their surprising stories and extraordinary treasures.

9th March, 2021, 2pm
Jacob Moss: Treasures of the Fan Museum - History Unfurled
Located in the heart of historic Greenwich, the museum is home to a diverse world-wide 
collection of fans dating back to the 12th Century. A fantastic (pun intended!) talk delving into 
a wide-ranging subject field encompassing over 5000 years of history.

13th April, 2021, 7.30pm
Timothy Walker: The Art in Gardening and Garden Design
“Botanic gardens are living museums where science and art meet on equal terms”. The 
former Director of the Oxford University Botanic Garden investigates!

11th May, 2021, 7.30pm
Nicola Moorby: Turner versus Constable - The Great British Paint Off
The story of the epic rivalry between the two giants of British art history, the talk sets them 
head-to-head and examines their signature paints and technical differences. Who will 
ultimately be crowned star painter??

8th June, 2021, 7.30pm
Helen Ritchie: British Studio Pottery: A Concise History
An overview exploring handmade studio pottery in Britain from some of the most well-known
names from the late 19th Century to the present day, given by the Curator of Modern Applied 
Arts at the Fitzwilliam Museum.

13th July, 2021, 7.30pm
Dr Benjamin Wild: From Tabards to Tailoring: A Brief History of Men’s Fashion from the
Middle Ages to Modernity - An amusing and educative talk by an author who writes and 
lectures on the history of dress. His 3rd book, “Carnival to Catwalk : Global Reflections on 
Fancy Dress Costumes”, is to be published by Bloomsbury Academic. 


