
The Arts Society Coventry is a great 
way for people to connect with the 
arts and each other. 

Our 2022/23 series of  exciting and 
varied monthly lectures held at  
the Herbert Art Gallery & Museum 
commences on the 20th September 
at 7pm, with subsequent lectures on 
the fourth Tuesday of  each month. 
Details of  the programme are shown 
overleaf.

For information about joining, please email 
membership.coventry@theartssociety.org  
or visit theartssociety.org/coventry



THE ARTS SOCIETY COVENTRY
PROGRAMME 2022/23

Each lecture in the programme is given by an 
expert in the field. You are invited to join us at 
the Herbert Art Gallery & Museum and meet 
other members over a complimentary glass 
of  wine or soft drink. Doors open at 6.30pm, 
lectures commence at 7pm and last one hour).

For information about joining please email 
membership.coventry@theartssociety.org  
or visit theartssociety.org/coventry

Tuesday 20th September 2022

Francis Woodman: Medieval Buildings in Coventry

The horror of  the blitz destroyed much that survived of  
the great mediaeval city of  Coventry, but many examples 
remain, including buildings of  great charm and quality.  
In addition to fascinating sections of  the earlier monastic 
cathedral that so dominated the city, this lecture will cover 
the splendid and richly decorated Holy Trinity church, the 
magnificent Guildhall - one of  the most well preserved in 
the country - and the surprising wealth of  other beautifully 
and painstakingly conserved and restored buildings, 
including individual houses, shops and whole streets, that 
enable us to visualise how our forebears lived.

Tuesday 25th October 2022

Rosamund Bartlett: The Culture of  Ukraine

This lecture tells the Ukrainian story through the shared 
culture which binds its proud people together. As well as 
tracing this country’s complicated history, we will look at 
Ukrainian folk culture, ranging from Cossack dancing and 
Hutsul “red icons” on glass, to the secret codes embedded 
in the country’s ancient embroidery tradition, which 
have exerted a surprising impact on modern painting and 
contemporary haute couture. 

Tuesday 22nd November 2022

Chloë Sayer: Arts and crafts of  Mexico past  
and present

Textiles, ceramics and other art forms combine Aztec, Maya 
and Spanish traditions. Enriched by the fusion of  Old and 
New World materials and techniques, Mexican folk art is 
sought after by private collectors and major museums.  
The arts and crafts of  Mexico remain an essential part  
of  life. They are a living force, not a nostalgic evocation  
of  a vanished past.

Tuesday 24th January 2023

Kirsty Hartsiotis: The Arts and Crafts Movement

Was the English Arts and Crafts Movement the most 
important art movement the country has produced? This 
talk will introduce the ideas and ideals behind what brought 
together a highly individual group of  men and women to 
produce architecture, craft and art at the end of  the 19th  
and beginning of  the 20th century.

Tuesday 28th February 2023

Roger Mendham: The Art of  the Automobile

The earliest cars were purely functional and lacked even 
the most basic of  passenger comforts, such as doors or 
even windscreens to protect passengers from the elements. 
However, progress was rapid and by the mid-1920s we 
entered a golden age of  automobile design. This talk covers 
some of  the most beautiful cars ever built, from the earliest 
‘horseless carriages’ to the ‘Italian Stallions’, the supercars 
of  the 21st century. 

Tuesday 28th March 2023

Keith Bonser: Caravaggio – painter extraordinaire, 
flawed genius and … a murderer

This lecture follows in the footsteps of  Michelangelo 
Merisi (1571-1610), from the town of  Caravaggio to Milan, 
Rome, Naples and the islands of  Malta and Sicily, revealing 
intriguing discoveries about the flawed genius.

Tuesday 25th April 2023

Helen Oakden: Black Art in Britain since 1980

A study of  Black Art in Britain, taking particular interest 
in Donald Rodney, Keith Piper and Lubaina Himid to name 
but three. The work of  these artists powerfully responds to 
the history of  slavery, racism, and colonisation. The lecture 
also covers the BLK Art Group artists, as well as more 
contemporary artists including Sonia Boyce who won the 
Venice Biennale’s top Golden Lion prize in 2022. 

Tuesday 23rd May 2023

Nigel Bates: Percussion – Use and Abuse

From calling ancient armies to battle to signalling the 
audience to stand for the National Anthem, drums and 
percussion have been a part of  history well over and above 
their musical contributions. Often the icing on the cake 
and alas sometimes the bottom of  the dustbin, the lecture 
explores how the design, sound and awareness of  percussion 
instruments and the demands of  modern composers have 
developed almost out of  all recognition in the last hundred 
years. 

Tuesday 27th June 2023

Susan Kay-Williams - History of  Needlework

A lecture where social history meets embroidery. The 
Royal School of  Needlework celebrated 150 years in 2022. 
Over that time the RSN has worked with the Arts and 
Crafts movement, exhibited in the USA, and for royalty, 
the military, the church, and the public. This lecture shows 
some of  the range of  commissions the RSN has worked on 
and, as a major teaching institution, the work of  students 
today - which may surprise many. 


