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Tuesday 20 September 2022 

Pots and Frocks - The World of Grayson Perry:   Ian Swankie 

From Essex Punk Potter to Superstar National Treasure 

A Turner Prize winner, Royal Academician and popular broadcaster this talk will examine 

Grayson Perry’s work. Often controversial, he tackles difficult subjects in a poignant yet 

witty way and holds a mirror up to society. 

 

Ian is a Londoner with a passion for art and architecture. He is an official guide at Tate 

Modern, Tate Britain, Guildhall Art Gallery and St Paul’s Cathedral. 

 

Tuesday 18 October 2022 

“The Irritating and Influential Mr Whistler”    Dr Julia Musgrave 

Inspired, influential, and infuriating, Whistler’s art was full of subtle delicacy. His stylized 

monogram of a butterfly with a long stinger for a tail was as much a symbol of his love 

of Japanese art as his assertive and sometimes combative nature. 

 

Julia gained her PhD at the University of York. She teaches Art History at the City 

Literary Institute (City Lit) and is Co-Director of The London Art Salon. 

 

Tuesday 15 November 2022 

Kettle’s Yard: A Masterpiece of Curatorship    Sarah Burles 

This lecture looks at Kettle’s Yard in Cambridge, previously the home of curator and 

collector ‘Jim’ Ede which remains largely as he left it. His collection included works by 

Ben and Winifred Nicholson, Christopher Wood, Alfred Wallis and Henri Gaudier-Brzeska, 

carefully placed alongside pieces of furniture, ceramics and natural objects.  

 

Sarah Burles studied History of Art at Cambridge University.  She worked at the 

Fitzwilliam Museum for many years and is founder of Cambridge Art Tours. 

 

Tuesday 13 December 2022 

Christmas Backstage at the Royal Opera House   Sarah Lenton 

Christmas spectacles have been drawing crowds to Covent Garden since 1737.  The 

lecture will be about the 300 year history of Christmas seasons at Covent Garden (now 

the Royal Opera House) and what goes on back stage at Christmas time. 

 

Sarah Lenton has spent her working life in the theatre. She writes programme articles, 

radio and play scripts, gives lectures on operas and ballets, and broadcasts regularly for 

BBC Radios 3 and 4. 

 

Tuesday 17 January 2023 

Art After the Windrush: Post Colonial Artists in Britain  Barry Venning 

since 1948 

The lecture looks at the contributions made by artists of African, Caribbean or Asian 

origin to British art since the SS Empire Windrush arrived in Tilbury from the West Indies 

in 1948 whose works have set much of the agenda for British art of the late twentieth 

and twenty-first centuries. 



 

Barry Venning is an art historian whose interests and teaching range from the art of late 

medieval Europe to global contemporary art.  

 

Tuesday 21 February 2023 

Of Meissen Men – the Birth of European Porcelain   Lars Tharp  

The amazing fairytale of how Meissen porcelain - Europe’s first manufactory of ‘true’ 

porcelain – was discovered; the men involved, the design precursors of its first 

creations, its inspired inventions and continued history right into the 20th century. 

 

Lars studied Archaeology at Cambridge and joined Sothebys where he specialized in 

Chinese and European ceramics. Since his 1986 debut on the BBC Antiques 

Roadshow Lars has spoken widely with over 40 years of experience in ceramics. 

 

Tuesday 21 March 2023 

Constantin Brâncuși       Rosalind Whyte 

At the beginning of his career Romanian sculptor Brâncuși worked in Auguste Rodin's 

studio. Breaking out from Rodin’s shadow he became one of the most influential 

sculptors of the 20th-century and a pioneer of modernism.The lecture will explore his life 

and career and feature some of his key works.  

 

Rosalind Whyte, who has a BA and MA from Goldsmith’s College and an MA from 

Birkbeck College, is an experienced guide at Tate Britain, Tate Modern, the Royal 

Academy and Greenwich.  

 

Tuesday 18 April 2023 

Sir James Edward Smith, botanist, natural historian     Dr Mark Spencer 

and gentleman of Norwich  

Born in Norwich in 1759, James Edward Smith became the custodian of the natural 

history collections of Carl Linnaeus. Like Linnaeus, Smith was very aware of the power of 

art in communicating the wonders of the natural world and the lecture covers his 

collaboration with some of the most talented botanical artists of all time. 

 

After 12 years as a senior botany curator at the Natural History Museum, Mark is now a 

consultant forensic botanist and the honorary curator of Carl Linnaeus’s herbarium at the 

Linnean Society of London. 

 

Tuesday 16 May 2023 

The Culture of Ukraine      Dr Rosamund Bartlett 

This lecture tells the story of Ukraine through the shared culture which binds its proud 

people together. It will explore the sacred art and architecture of its cities and look at 

Ukraine’s rich folk culture and traditions and their surprising impact on modern painting. 

   

Rosamund Bartlett is a writer, lecturer and translator whose work as a cultural historian 

ranges across the arts. She completed her doctorate at Oxford and is the author of 

several books, including biographies of Chekhov and Tolstoy. 

 

Tuesday 20 June 2023 

Wish You Were Here: The Seaside Holiday in Art   Nicholas Reed 

An insight into the growth of the British seaside resort seen through the eyes of Victorian 

painters such as Frith, Wyllie and Berthe Morisot; and in the 20th century Picasso, 

Stanley Spencer, Dorothea Sharp, Dame Laura Knight, Sickert and the Newlyn School. 

  

Nicholas Reed is an art historian and archaeologist. In the 1980s he became Founder- 

Chairman of the Friends of Shakespeare's Globe.  

 


