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FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN 
 
Greetings to you all in our Autumn newsletter. 
 
It has been very rewarding to see the gradual increase in numbers 
attending our lectures which have been of such consistently high quality. 
Maggie has this ability to choose such a varied range of subjects for us to 
enjoy in our lovely venue and, of course, the opportunity for those still 
hesitant about attending for health reasons to see the programme on 
Zoom. Please note that our November lecturer will not enable it to be 
available on Zoom. 
 
As our society has been able to return to its former full range of activities, 
we have been grateful to Hilary for providing two exceptional special 
interest days, and we are grateful to Rosemary Thompson for her kind offer 
to return to organising the outings which she did so ably in the past. She 
has organised a trip to Glyndebourne in October and is promoting the 
Beatrix Potter exhibition at the V&A and also the Imperial War Museum 
visit very soon, but since, as they say, Christmas is round the corner, she 
has started organising a traditional Christmas lunch this year with more 
information in her Outings report. Your committee will be delighted to 
welcome you to the reintroduction of this festive event to round off the 
year. No driving home in the dark! 
 
Don’t forget the amazingly varied content of Karen Brady’s newsletter on 
the Mailchimp and, also, there are various items and events that appear on 
the website, which is well worth a visit. 
 
My profound thanks go to all the members of the committee for their 
dedicated work in maintaining the success of our society, and for your 
continued patronage; it makes it all so worthwhile. By contrast, it is sad to 
have to announce that Harlow Arts Society is having to close in December, 
and we have sent an invitation to be passed on to their members that they 
are most welcome to join our society, offering them a concessionary visit 
to one of our lectures. 



Your support is everything and, if you know anybody in your circle of friends 
and acquaintances who may be interested in joining our society, your own 
extra contribution would be to invite them along. We look forward to that 
possibility. 
 
Jim Barrie 
 
LECTURE PROGRAMME  
 
Welcome to the autumn programme at South Mill arts and I hope you have 
had a good summer.   
 
We are very happy to welcome Christopher Garibaldi to give our September 
lecture entitled ‘From Biscuits to Blouses:  Garibaldi and the British’.  
Christopher has stepped in to take the place of Elizabeth Gowing.    
Giuseppe Garibaldi (1807–1882) was one of the leading figures in the fight 
for the unification of Italy during the nineteenth century and attracted 
almost fanatical devotion.  He was a romantic and heroic figure who also 
captured the imagination of the British and prompted a fashion for 
everything from Staffordshire figurines, biscuits and blouses to the famous 
red shirts that became symbols of the Risorgimento and Italy's fight for 
freedom.  He visited Britain in 1864 when over 500,000 Londoners turned 
out to see him in Trafalgar Square.  We will look at the amazing life of 
Garibaldi through the art of the Risorgimento, including paintings, 
documents, newspaper accounts and the many representations of him in 
popular British culture to trace the reasons for his popularity in this 
country. 
 
On October 11th Frank Woodgate will talk about “The art and scandalous 
lives of the Bloomsbury Group”.  The art of the three main ‘Bloomsbury’ 
artists, Duncan Grant, Vanessa Bell and Roger Fry, cannot be separated 
from their extraordinary lives.  They, along with their literary and other 
intellectual companions, Virginia Woolf, Lytton Strachey and John Maynard 
Keynes, were part of a movement, the popular name for which became 
widely used only after the death of around half its members.                         



We finish the year of lectures on 8th November with Martin Lloyd’s talk 
“Fire, Smoke and Iron:  Spanish artists and the Bilbao iron industry”.  Bilbao 
in Spain had been producing iron for centuries, drawing in workers from all 
over the country but by 1985, it was all over.  However, the rise, heyday 
and fall of the Bilbaoan iron industry has been captured forever in oils, 
water colours and bronze.  Martin will show how iron is turned into steel, 
illustrating the equipment used and explaining the processes involved, and 
will introduce the artistic works which have recorded the iron and steel 
industry of Bilbao over the last 150 years. 
 
2023 is the 600th anniversary of Dick Whittington’s death and Simon 
Whitehouse’s lecture entitled ‘Dick Whittington:  International Man of 
Myth and Myster(ie)’ will talk about this fabled gentleman. He was very 
real, not a fictional character, and one of the major movers and shakers of 
medieval London.   Apprenticed to a master mercer, Whittington went on 
to become one of the wealthiest and most successful textile merchants in 
the City, bankrolled no fewer than three medieval kings and as a result held 
the office of Lord Mayor of London no fewer than four times.  And what of 
that famous feline companion; his cat?  Well, the church that he built might 
just provide the answer but the lecture reveals all…. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the lectures and hope you enjoy them.   
 
Maggie Simons 
 
OUTINGS 
 
You will all be delighted that we can now return to some sense of normality 
and with planned outings and visits which I hope will appeal to you all. 
 
We begin with the visit to the Beatrix Potter Exhibition at the V and A 
Museum on Tuesday 20th September. At the time of writing I still have a 
few places available and so please do get in touch with me if you are able 
to join us. 



On the 14th October a group of 26 will be enjoying “Glyndebourne’s ‘La 
Boheme’ and the Heritage of Sussex and Kent” on a 3 day trip which was 
organised rather quickly with Tailored Travel following news from other 
Arts Society groups. A report will appear in our next Newsletter. 
  
On Tuesday 15th November we will be travelling to the Imperial War 
Museum to visit the WW1 Gallery updated in 2014 and the WW11 and 
Holocaust Exhibitions which reopened last October, plus the Not to be 
Forgotten Gallery which gives a visual written history of the Victoria Cross 
and many others honoured over the years. This visit is to coincide with 
Remembrance weekend and bookings will be taken at our lecture on 
Tuesday 13th September. 
 
You will be delighted to hear that, following a good show of hands at our 
last lecture, your Committee is planning a Christmas event to be held at the 
Novotel Hotel (on the road to Stansted Airport) on Tuesday 13th December. 
This will be a splendid opportunity for us all to socialise over a traditional 
Christmas lunch. Tables of 8 will be arranged so that you can sit with 
whoever you wish. Full details will be sent to you early in October but 
please place the date in your diary now. 
 
I am already looking at outings for next year which is not that far away! 
Provisional dates at the moment are as follows:- 
 
March:  Marble Hill, the English Heritage house situated on the banks of the 
Thames between Twickenham and Richmond. 
 
May: The Shuttleworth Collection in Bedfordshire, world-famous with its 
1930s grass airfield, Swiss garden and a Grade 2 Victorian Mansion. 
July: Belton House, the National Trust Carolean style country house dating 
from the 1600s surrounded by fantastic gardens. 
 
November: Frogmore Paper Mill, Hemel Hempstead aptly named the 
birthplace of Paper and Industrial Revolution. 



 
We are also discussing the possibility of a Liverpool Art Tour 17-21 
September 2023 and so please watch this space! 
 
Do not hesitate to contact me with any comments, suggestions or queries. 
 
Rosemary Thomson 
 
DAYS OF SPECIAL INTEREST 
 
These are held in the months where there are normally no lectures i.e. 
August and January. They take place over a whole day, with lunch included 
and allow a deeper level of study on the given subject.  
 
January 23rd 2023. Jacky Klein will give us ‘Trannies, Taste and Teddy Bears 
– Uncovering the world of Grayson Perry.  
 
Jacky is an art historian, publisher, writer and broadcaster, specialising in 
modern and contemporary art. After studying at Oxford University and the 
Courtauld Institute of Art in London, she worked as a curator at a number 
of leading galleries: Tate, the Barbican, the Courtauld and the Hayward.  
 
Jacky has written the authoritative monograph on Grayson’s work, a 
bestselling book covering the artist’s life and work, his loves and artistic 
inspirations, from his earliest student projects of the 1980s to his very latest 
work. She has been a close collaborator of Perry’s for more than a decade, 
interviewing him numerous times and enjoying exclusive access to his 
archive, and in this talk she reveals his techniques and sources, his favourite 
themes and subjects, and the diverse artworks he has produced across 
ceramics, tapestry, printmaking, sculpture and architecture. How did Perry, 
almost unknown until his mid-40s when he unexpectedly won the Turner 
Prize, come to be Britain’s favourite artist since David Hockney and Lucian 
Freud? And where might this peculiarly British National Treasure be going 
next? Sounds intriguing!  
 



Tickets for this will be available at our meeting in November. 
 
A date for your diary – for all those lovers of garden design, by such as such 
as Peto, Gertrude Jekyll and much more, I have booked The Edwardian 
Garden- golden and delicious - with Caroline  Holmes for  August 22nd 
2023; more detail to follow next year. 
 
I hope you enjoy the topics chosen  
 
Hilary Mathews  
 
YOUNG ARTS 
 
It has been a challenging year for us all but particularly for the schools with 
constraints on the teachers’ time and tight budgets in the aftermath of the 
covid pandemic. Getting things back in place, catching up with backlogs and 
dealing with still existing breakouts of covid infections and ensuing staff 
shortages has meant that many schools have not been able to exhibit their 
children’s “masterpieces” or entertain outside visitors.  
 
Fortunately, in June 2022 the Herts and Essex High school was able to hold 
its A level Art Students’ school exhibition and two members of our 
committee {Jan and Hilary) joined me in accepting their kind invitation to 
attend the exhibition and to view the excellent display of the Year 13 
students’ work which included very impressive textiles and photography 
pieces. Earlier in the year the National Art Society in partnership with the 
Royal Society of British Artists (RBA) reinstated the National 6th Form Star 
Student competition and we have aspirations to support and encourage 
local schools to enter for this prestigious award in 2023. This year, 
disappointingly, exam board prohibitions and pandemic constraints meant 
entries could not be submitted from our local schools. 
 
However, for the Arts Society and Young Arts it has been a good year for 
networking, initially via Zoom and, later, face to face, which has allowed 
some valuable contacts to be made with Herts and Essex secondary and 



Howe Green primary schools’ art departments and Art Volunteering 
Representatives from Beds and Herts Area Art Society.  
I am pleased to report that your committee have, although also 
experiencing tight budget constraints, been able to commit to providing 
£300 to Richard Whittington primary school for a specific art development 
project/exhibition for 2023 and I am looking forward to meeting with the 
school to discuss this now that contacts are opening up and backlogs due 
to the pandemic are easing. 
 
Lots of wonderful resources are available to help schools and support 
children’s creative development and Arts Volunteering. The Arts Society’s 
regular bulletins and Resource Centre and our TASBS website and monthly 
Mailchimp newsletters are very informative sources. 
 
I was very sorry to learn of the passing of my predecessor Eveline Thomas 
who represented Young Arts on the committee for several years. I felt very 
privileged to be able to attend her special Celebration of her Life service 
along with other members of our society at the Baptist church on the 29th 
of July 2022. I would like to extend on behalf of our society our sincere 
appreciation and thanks for all she did for our society whilst serving on the 
committee and furthering the love of art and music in the schools and local 
communities. Please see Karen’s tribute to Eveline in this month’s 
Mailchimp newsletter - what a beautiful brooch Karen. 
 
The new Autumn term promises to bring us further exciting developments 
and our society’s volunteering support of children’s literacy needs in local 
primary schools will also help us to forge links with the schools. Anyone 
who is able to give some time in helping the school readers charity would 
be most welcome. If you are interested in helping the children and teachers 
with this, please feel free to contact me on 07958 132609. Thank you. 
 
Shirley Moore 
 


