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WELCOME
Welcome to your Winter edition of
Dane Messenger. Please enjoy it.

Peter Clinton, Editor

V i s i t b y t h e M a y o r o f C h e s h i r e E a s t
t o o u r J a n u a r y 2 0 2 0 l e c t u r e

AS VOLUNTEERING REVIEW
Following the re-branding exercise in
2017, it was inevitable that some
rationalisation would follow.
In 2018, The Arts Society HQ (ASHQ)
commenced a volunteering impact
assessment, with three aims:
1. Evaluate the impact of AS’s

volunteering work
2. Plan the difference that ASHQ

wants to make, and find out if this
is being achieved

3. Make necessary changes to
increase the impact of AS
Volunteering

This adopted the NCVO Volunteering
Impact Assessment Toolkit (2015).
The scope covered was Heritage
Volunteering, Church Recording,
Young Arts and Trails of Discovery.

The Volunteering Impact Report 2020
was published in November 2019, and
a summary of the findings and
conclusions is provided here.
Heritage Volunteers deliver high levels
of skill across a wide range of publicly
accessible heritage venues. Without
Heritage Volunteers provided by The
Arts Society, these venues could not
fund or resource their valuable work.
Over 80% of active volunteers agreed
that their volunteering made a
difference to the cultural life of the UK.
Church Recording didn’t fare so well in
the review, and the decision was taken
to withdraw funding in 2021. However,
existing resources will remain available
for ongoing activities.
Young Arts had a high-benefit score,
and will be retained. This community
driven activity will be renamed as Arts

Mayor Visit Photo (left to right)
Mike Luckett, Helen Armstrong, Lyn Carter, Roger Mitchell (lecturer)

Lynda Arnold, Councillor Barry Burkhill, Anne Hargreaves

MAYORAL VISIT
The Mayor of Cheshire East, Councillor
Barry Burkhill, joined us at our lecture
on Wednesday, 8th January 2020. See
photo right.
Councillor Burkhill spoke to the
audience of over 120 about the
importance of the arts for everyone and
how they can enrich lives through
enjoyment and education of art.
Roger Mitchell delivered the lecture on
Thomas Moran, known as the
American Turner. Although born in
Bolton, one of Moran’s paintings is
exhibited as part of the White House
collection. He became one of the
premier landscape painters of
American landscape, particularly the
American west, and his paintings of
Yellowstone captured the nation’s
imagination and helped to bring about
National park status.
See below for a Moran example.
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2020 SCOTTISH TOUR
This is The Art & History of Glasgow &
Central Scotland tour, and runs from
26th to 30th April 2020. We will visit:
• V&A Dundee – guided tour
• Kelpies
• Hunterian Gallery
• Kelvingrove Art Gallery & Museum
• Upfront Gallery & Coffee Shop
• Dumfries House – guided tour
• Glasgow – guided tour
• St Mungo’s Cathedral
• House for an Art Lover
• Boat trip at Falkirk Wheel
• Tarbet
• Cruise on Loch Lomond
• Hill House
More details from Tailored Travel at
https://tinyurl.com/y5p7cu9y or contact
Lynda Arnold at
lynspen242@btinternet.com or by
phone on 01477 533484.
A brochure is available. The price is
£559 per person, and includes 4 nights
half-board at a 4* hotel, the Doubletree
by Hilton Westerwood Hotel in
Cumbernauld, near Glasgow.

Volunteering to better reflect the broad
area of public benefit. The impact of
Arts Volunteering has been under-
reported for some time, and this will
now be corrected.
Trails of Discovery commenced under
the former ‘Young Arts’ banner as
Church Trails. It was an activity for
children aged 8-12 years. A trail
consisting of a sheet of questions led
the children round the church.
The scope of Church Trails was
broadened in 2019 to cater for all faiths
and no faiths, and was renamed Trails
of Discovery. These trails have had a
high beneficial impact and have been
well received by host organisations,
and will be retained.

MESSENGER ARTICLES
We are always looking for ideas and
contributions for Dane Messenger.
We welcome short articles and pictures
relating to any art or craft topic of
interest to members.
Please send your ideas and
contributions. Contact details below.
We take care of formatting and layout.
Photos are welcome, and these can be
taken with any camera, including phone
cameras.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Many of our lecturers need somewhere
to stay overnight to avoid excessive
travelling.
We prefer that lecturers are hosted in
member’s homes, so they can enjoy a
meal and a chat. An allowance is paid
to anyone who can help.
We also need volunteers to introduce
lectures and deliver a vote of thanks.
Let us know if you would like to help,
such as to give a vote of thanks, to
welcome new people at the monthly
lectures, or to host visiting lecturers.

PHOTOGRAPHY
For an interesting look at what can be
achieved with an iPhone, take a look at
the Spring 2020 edition of The Arts
Society Magazine (see cover below).
An article, Coming up Roses, tells how
photographer Nick Knight captures
roses using an iPhone. His exhibition,
Roses from my Garden, will go on
display at Waddesdon Manor, 25th
March 2020.

SPONSORS & RAFFLE
Our raffles are supported by local
sponsor businesses, which donate
money or gifts to help us raise funds.
We are grateful for this generosity, so
please support these businesses:
Steve Occleston Wealth Management;
Lloyds Pharmacy; El Forno Pizza;
Regis Hairdresser; Barber Shop; The
Red Lion; The Flower Shop; The Bottle
Bank; The House of White; Phil Davies
Butcher; Jonathan Myles-Smith; Sam
Dales; The George and Dragon;
Holmes Chapel Home Wares; Morreys;
Lowes Farm Shop; Cranage Gym and
Spa; Anonymous donor.

HAVE YOUR SAY
We love hearing from you. Use email to
give us feedback on lectures or
anything else - it really helps, it’s fast
and easy to use for both you and us.

SPECIAL INTEREST DAY EVENT REMINDER

Colour and the Artist’s Pallet
Presenter Lynne Gibson
Victoria Club, Holmes Chapel
26th March 2020, 10:30 to 15:00
£33, including refreshments & lunch
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