EXTRA EVENTS (sepaArRATE cHARGES

APPLY)

TTH NOVEMBER 2026

A trip to the Royal Exchange Theatre,
Manchester to see a matinee performance of
King Lear

2ND FEBRUARY 2027
Frank Woodgate: The Art
and Scandalous Lives of the

2 Bloomsbury Group
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A Day of Special Interest devoted

to the astonishing and endlessly
fascinating lives of the Bloomsbury
Group, the art they created and their
legacy. Three talks, coffee and lunch:
grab a ticket as soon as they go on
sale!

OTHER EVENTS TO BE ARRANGED

MEETINGS

The Society meets at 11lam and 1.30pm on the
third Tuesday of a month (Sept - June) at:
Cheshire View, Plough Lane, Christleton,
Cheshire, CH3 7PT

CONTACT DETAILS

1 Membership taschestermembership@gmail.com
2 Events taschesterevents@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP

The Arts Society is a National Charity, founded in
1965 to support and promote arts education.

It supports a wide network of Societies across
the UK, Europe and other parts of the World.

Joining the Chester Society offers you:

 Free admission to our outstanding monthly lectures
from September to June

« Initial free talk for guests

 Days of Special Interest and visits

* The Review magazine which is published three times a year

» Opportunities for volunteering as part of the Community Arts
programme

A chance to learn more about the arts, meet new people and have

fun

SUBSCRIPTION

The subscription for 2026-27 is £60.
Days of special interest and visits are charged
separately.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Website:

THE ARTS
SOCIETY
CHESTER

PROGRAMME
2026/2027




15TH SEPTEMBER 2026
Jamie Hayes: The History of Opera

From its baroque beginnings to the modern day this talk, with musical
examples and excerpts from productions, will trace the history and
development of opera, highlighting the major changes and the movers and
shakers in each century with focus on the greatest operas and composers.

20TH OCTOBER 2026
John Francis: Film Noir: The Detective, The Murder &
The Femme Fatale

Not only for Film Buffs! One of the most significant movements in cinema,
with its themes of loneliness, gender and psychological conflict. Who can
resist that hard boiled, hard drinking detective or that glamorous femme?

17TH NOVEMBER 2026

lan Giles: Barbara Hepworth from Yorkshire to the UN

A pioneering woman artist, this talk celebrates the remarkable career of
Barbara Hepworth from its beginning and early friendship with Henry
Moore to her sculpture for the UN. It will explore how landscape, family life
and place shaped her work and reflect upon her enduring influence.

8TH DECEMBER 2026
Sarah Burles: Hark the Herald: Angels in Art

The celestial made manifest! How images of heavenly beings have been
created by mere mortals. From Christian iconography, Byzantine mosaics
to contemporary sculpture and much in between, this talk will explore the
depiction of angels in art.

19TH JANUARY 2027

Pepe Martinez: Banksy: Fraud or Genius

From his humble beginnings as a tagger on the streets of Bristol, Banksy has
become a household name. This lecture will examine the reasons behind his

incredible rise to fame. Some of his most famous stunts will be described,

as well as his influence on the art market of today. And what, if any, will his

legacy be?

16 TH FEBRUARY 2027
lan Cockburn: Pilgrimage & Spectacle: Art &
Architecture on the Road to Compostela

Since the 12th century the camino across northern Spain to Santiago de
Compostela has been a major pilgrimage road. Along its way are churches
and monasteries replete with sculptures and reliquaries designed to attract
pilgrims and their money. This talk explores the architecture and sculpture
along the route and the related pilgrimage “business”.

16TH MARCH 2027
Amy Lim: A Village in Heaven: Stanley Spencer’s
Cookham

Not only was Cookham Spencer’s birthplace, but his home for most of his
life. It dominated his imagination and was the inspiration for many of his
paintings. This talk will examine how Cookham was central to Spencer’s
unique vision of English domestic and spiritual life.

20TH APRIL 2027
Emma Watts: The Golden Age of lllustration

The printed illustrated book reached its creative and commercial peak in the
early 20th Century when many renowned artists got their start by producing
pictures for children’s books and literary magazines. Fairy tales, myths and
classic literature were brought to life with imaginative, detailed, sometimes
whimsical or eerie art, making books cherished objects.

18TH MAY 2027
Chantal Brotherton- Ratcliffe: Caravaggio: A Rebel
with a Cause

A man of proverbial rebelliousness who painted in a style which he knew
would explode like a bomb in the art world of his time, this talk will
consider why the establishment, and the Church in particular, was prepared
to accept Caravaggio, notwithstanding his outrageous lifestyle.

15TH JUNE 2027

Anne Anderson: Art Nouveau: Art and Design in
France 1889- 1914

This talk will focus on designers working at the pinnacle of the Art Nouveau
movement, for example, Lalique, Horta and Gallé. Originally the curving,
undulating forms used to create figures, glass, jewellery and to decorate
buildings were rejected by the English as hedonistic, decadent, morally
corrupting and mere decoration. Well, there was no Arts Society then!



