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We meet monthly on the second Thursday of  the month at Penwith College, 
Zennor Building, St Clare St, Penzance TR18 2SA (free parking)

Doors open at 6.45 and the lecture commences at 7.30pm lasting around one hour. 
Refreshments are served in the refectory before and after the lecture.

Benefits of  Membership with The Arts Society West Cornwall
Open to all - Join The Arts Society West Cornwall to connect with like-minded 
people and make new friends through a shared curiosity for the arts.

•	 Outstanding monthly lectures at Penwith College

•	 Exclusive events, study days and courses

•	 The national Arts Society Magazine 

•	 The Arts Society West Cornwall Arts Buzz regular digital newsletter 

•	 Opportunities to volunteer including a committee role

•	 Special member offers

•	 Tailored tours within the UK and overseas

The Arts Society is the UK’s leading arts education charity with a network of  over 
380 local societies, West Cornwall being ours.

The belief  that the arts have the potential to enrich people’s lives is at the heart 
of  everything we do. Hear expert lecturers share their specialist knowledge about 
the arts that can include everything from the visual arts to artisan crafts, the 
performing arts, and of  course gardens and garden design.

Treat yourself  to the gift of  art that inspires, art that informs, art that unites, art 
that surprises, art that shocks, and something to look forward to each month. 

Guests welcome -tickets are £10 on the door and in advance via our website. 
Annual membership subscription 2026 rates are  
£70 /joint £130 / Students £20 /Under 21’s free
Volunteering 
Neighbourhood Trails are a new addition to Trail of  Discovery. These trails are for 
families to discover places of  interest, art, architecture, local history and culture within 
an area. There are walking trails and most recently trails on Rail Branch Line journeys. 
To volunteer or for more information contact us at westcornwall@theartssociety.org

Help us build Trails of  Discovery  
Discovering an historic building or town through art, artefacts and social history can be 
inspiring. Trails for people living with dementia have been designed to evoke memories 
and prompt conversation with family or carers.

Arts Volunteers 
Provides exciting opportunities to get involved in creative arts activities. Our work 
within the community builds a lasting enthusiasm for the arts and an awareness of  arts 
heritage and its conservation.

Heritage Volunteers are teams of  committed non-specialist volunteers who work under 
the guidance of  curators and other professionals to help conserve our heritage. 

THE ARTS SOCIETY WEST CORNWALL COMMITTEE 

Do follow us on social media-

Facebook @theartssocietywestcornwall 

X @TASwestcornwall

Instagram @taswestcornwall

Website www.theartssociety.org/westcornwall

General enquiries westcornwall@theartssociety.org

Events & trips bookings & enquiries 
westcornwall+events@theartssociety.org

Membership & lecture attendance 
westcornwall+membership@theartssociety.org

The National Association Of  Decorative And Fine Arts Societies. t/a The Arts 
Society Charity Registration No.1089743

Cover linocut image by kind permission of  Lee Stevenson – leestevenson.co.uk

CHAIR  TAMSYN BOND 07817368437

VICE CHAIR  LINDA ROWE 07816784121

TREASURER [TBA]

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY DAWN MORRISH 07763771799

 PROGRAMME SECRETARY RUTH MERRIMAN 07530999381

 MINUTES SECRETARY JUDITH DAVIDSON 07909681595

ARTS BUZZ NEWSLETTER AND WEBSITE  
AMANDA STAFFORD 07803789494  

 SIMON HODGSON 07850665941

ARTS VOLUNTEERING REPRESENTATIVE  
JANE ROYLE 07949039567

EVENTS AND TRIPS HANNAH GREEN 07366141307

HOSPITALITY SECRETARY ANNIE LEES 07779849818



James Wright/ April 23rd  
HISTORIC BUILDING MYTH BUSTING 
Go to any ancient building and there will be interesting, 
exciting and romantic stories presented to the visitor - secret 
passages linking ancient buildings or blocked doors to keep 
the Devil out... but are they true? James will explain the 
development of  such myths and investigate the underlying 
truths behind them, with the true stories often being more 
exciting than their myths.

Frank Woodgate  / May 14th  
DAVID HOCKNEY – “BLONDES HAVE MORE FUN” 
David Hockney first came to fame as an important 
contributor to the pop art movement of  the 1960s. He is 
considered one of  the most influential British artists of  the 
20th and 21st centuries. As an English painter, draughtsman, 
printmaker, stage designer and photographer, Hockney still 
continues to challenge and enchant.

Isabelle Kent  / June 11th AGM 7pm 
DIEGO VELAZQUEZ: PAINTER AND COURTIER 
FOR PHILIP IV 
When Diego Velazquez arrived at the court in Madrid, it was 
the polar opposite to the bustle and chaos of  his hometown. 
The court of  Philip IV was governed by strict codes, 
hierarchies and prejudices. Yet, in his portraits of  the king, 
courtiers, jesters, and dwarfs, Velazquez managed to peel 
away the mask of  formality to reveal the individual beneath. 
This lecture explores those relationships.

Please note: There are no lectures in July or August.

LECTURES 2026
Dr John Stevens / January 8th   
THE ARCHITECTURE OF MUGHAL INDIA: 
PALACES, MOSQUES, GARDENS AND 
MAUSOLEUMS 
Mughal architecture flourished in the Indian subcontinent 
from the 16th to the 18th centuries and is known for its 
hybrid design, combining Islamic, Persian, Turkish and 
Indian elements. Come and let us transport you to the India 
of  the Mughal Emperors to discover the stunning buildings 
and gardens they created.

Mark Ovenden / February 12th 
160 YEARS OF LONDON UNDERGROUND 
DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE
Mark will take you on a journey of  discovery that tracks the 
history of  the London Underground from its opening in 1863 
to the present day. Join us on a whistle stop tour through the 
changing architecture and organisations that have made the 
remarkable underground system we have today.

Dr Steve Kershaw /March 12th 
THE BRONZE AGE FRESCOES FROM 
SANTORINI: THE ART OF ATLANTIS 
Around 1625 BCE Santorini was overwhelmed in a 
cataclysmic volcanic eruption that both destroyed and 
preserved one of  the most wondrous set of  frescoes to 
emerge from the ancient world. They give extraordinary 
insights into the techniques of  their incredibly gifted 
artists, as well as remarkable visions into the life and natural 
environment of  these islanders. Could this ‘Pompeii of  the 
Aegean’ show that the legend of  Atlantis was inspired by 
the greatest disaster of  the ancient world?

James Vaux/ September 11th  
SCANDINAVIAN MODERN: BEHIND THE SCENES 
In the 1950’s, Scandinavian Modern design took America 
and Europe by storm. This lecture examines the roots 
of  this 19th century design reform and the creation of  
modern classics. It also shows how this design became a key 
propaganda tool of  the Nordic social democratic project until 
well into the 1960’s. 

Geri Parlby / October 8th  
SHOCK! HORROR! PROBE! THE ART AND 
ARTIFICE OF FLEET STREET: A NEWSPAPER 
STORY IN PICTURES  
Since the end of  the 15th century the term ‘Fleet Street’ has 
been synonymous with newspaper journalism. In this lecture 
we will be looking at the ups and downs of  this notorious 
‘street of  shame’ via the art that illustrated its stories. 

Sandy Burnett/ November 12th  
THE AGE OF JAZZ 
Jazz is one of  music’s most important genres. As a jazz 
musician, Sandy will shed light on this genre of  music from 
the inside. He will look at the early years and the disparate 
influences, from the blues, ragtime and the first recordings to 
classics by Louis Armstrong and the dawn of  the Swing Era.

Christopher Bradley / December 3rd  
THREE WISE MEN – GOLD, FRANKINCENSE AND 
MYRRH ……THE TRADITIONS OF THE MAGI 
The term Magi refers to Zoroastrian priest sages who 
travelled from the ‘East’- anonymous wise men who 
were specialists in medicine, religion and astronomy. So 
how accurate are the depictions of  Melchior, Caspar and 
Balthazar? Attempts to find traces of  them will take us 
around the Middle East, Persia, Constantinople, Milan and 
finally Cologne.


