TASMA 2026 PROGRAMME

COME FOR THE STORY—STAY FOR THE SOCIAL!
Wednesday, 4 February 2026: Frank Gehry: Star Architect, By Dr. Helen Sijsling

Gehry is a highly acclaimed American architect known for his

sculptural designs. He is considered one of the most influential

architects of our time, with iconic works like the Guggenheim

" Museum Bilbao. Helen explores why Gehry’s flamboyant style
& and challenge of traditional norms have made him a subject of

both admiration and criticism.

Wednesday, 4 March 2026: Edward Hopper: Alienation and Subjugation
By Rosalind Miranda

Edward Hopper is acknowledged as the most important
American realist painter of the 20th C. His work demonstrates
that realism is not merely a literal or photographic copying of
what we see, but an interpretive rendering. At 40, Edward

)l Hopper was a failure who couldn't sell a painting. Join us to
learn how that changed!

Wednesday, 8 April 2026: Music & Art in the Age of Vermeer,
By Adam Busiakiewicz

Musical instruments are found throughout the paintings of the
Dutch Golden Age. From Jan Steen’s brothel scenes to the sol-
emn interiors of Vermeer and Pieter de Hooch, this lecture charts
the vast meaning and rich significance of music in Dutch art.
Come to hear Adam play his 18th C. lute as part of his

¥ presentation.

“ | An artistic journey through wonderful paintings including those by
~ Picasso, Cézanne, Da Vinci, Rembrandt, Modigliani, Klimt, Bacon
! and Pollock, all held together by their extraordinary commercial
value. lan will attempt to answer the question “Are they really
worth millions of pounds?”
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Wednesday, 3 June 2026: No Dear, That’s Not Funny, By Harry Venning

Back by popular demand, join award-winning cartoonist Harry
Venning as he escorts you through the peaks and pitfalls of his
profession, supported by visual contributions from such
luminaries as Matt Groening, Dr. Seuss, Charles M. Schulz and
Gary Larson. One of our most entertaining lectures of the
season!

Wednesday, 7 October 2026: Theatre Design from Temple to Playhouse ,
By Bertie Pearce

/4 Theatrical scene design is one of the most beautiful and lively art
v forms, from the design of ancient temples to modern theatre
design. In his talk, Bertie looks at the relationship between actor

throughout the ages. A gifted presenter, Bertie brings to life the
magical world of theatre.

In 1896, Joaquin Sorolla visited Xabia for the first time looking for
inspiration for his paintings. Sorolla was a renowned Spanish
painter, celebrated for his vibrant and luminous depictions of
Spanish life - particularly beach scenes, fishermen, sunlit
landscapes and paintings of everyday life. Known for his
remarkable skill in capturing the effects of sunlight, Sorolla’s work
continues to inspire us.

Wednesday, 2 December 2026: What Happened to the Fabergé Eggs after the
Revolution? By Toby Faber

This fascinating story combines unique decorative art,
contemporary culture, history and the murder of the Romanovs
with the excitement of a crime novel! The sequel to Toby's first
TASMA lecture in 2018 will reveal the finale of Fabergé’s epic life
described as "one man’s masterpieces and the end of an
empire”.

“The lecture was like a Michelin-star meal, | savoured the memory for weeks.”




