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Tuesday 16 September 2025

Banksy - Fraud or Genius Pepe Martinez
This lecture will trace the story of Banksy’s humble beginnings as a tagger on the streets of
Bristol in the 1980’s to one of the most recognisable names in the art world. We will examine the
reasons behind his incredible rise, looking at some of his famous stunts and discuss what his
influence has been on the art market today and look at what his legacy, if any, might be.

Pepe qualified as a London Blue Badge guide in 2011 specialising in the graffiti and street
art of East London.

Tuesday 21 October 2025
Persepolis: art, architecture and the ideology of the Persian Empire

James Renshaw
The Persian Empire exploded into life in the 6" Century BC and was the largest empire in
the world for two centuries stretching from the Mediterranean in the west to the Indus in the
east. King Darius | commissioned the building of the city of Persepolis in 518 BC with his
palace at the centre. What can this palace and its art tell us about the ideology of this
extraordinary and influential empire?
James secured his degree in Classics at Oxford University and has been teaching Classics
at Secondary School level since 1998 as well as writing text books. He has also lectured at
the V&A Academy and travels widely to ancient sites.

Tuesday 18 November 2025

Diego Velazquez: Painter and Courtier for Philip IV Isabelle Kent
The court of Philip IV was governed by strict codes, hierarchies and prejudices yet
Velazquez in his portraits of the king, courtiers, jesters and dwarfs peals away the mask of
formality to reveal the individual beneath. This lecture explores these paintings and the
relationships behind them.

Isabelle is an academic and educator specialising in the baroque and particularly Spain and
its Empire. She secured her BA and MPhil in the History of Art at Trinity College Cambridge.
She is also an expert guide for a travel company and teaches regularly including at the V&A,
Cambridge University, the Royal Academy and the Wallace Collection.

Tuesday 9 December 2025

The Christmas Story through Italian Art Antonia Gatward Cevizli

The lecture travels through the Christmas Story from the Annunciation to the Flight into
Egypt through the eyes of Italian artists taking a fresh look at their approach to the narrative
and opening up other subjects such as the Medici Family’s devotion to the Magi.

Antonia is an independent art historian specialising both in Italian Renaissance and Ottoman
art. Antonia secured her PhD at Warwick University and lectures widely including at
Sotheby’s Institute of Art, the National Gallery, the V&A Academy and the Courtauld
Summer School.

Tuesday 20 January 2026
Laurel & Hardy: ‘Well here’s another nice mess you’ve gotten me into’

Jamie Hayes
Laurel and Hardy have remained the screen’s most popular comedy double act. The lecture
tells their story from first appearing together in 1926 to their last stage performance at the
Palace Theatre Plymouth in 1954
Having trained at RADA Jamie graduated as a stage manager working for the Glyndebourne
Festival, the Bristol OIld Vic and the BBC, becoming an Assistant Director with the RSC and
Associate Director for the original production of Miss Saigon.
Tuesday 17 February 2026



William Morris at Home Joanna Banham
In this lecture, Jo explores not only the decoration, but also the relationship and lifestyles
associated with Morris’s beautifying of his own homes at Red House, Kelmscott House and
Kelmscott Manor all of which exemplified his ideas about art and design.

Jo is a freelance curator, lecturer and writer. She is the Director of the Victorian Society
Summer School having been Head of Adult Learning at the V&A, Curator at Leighton House,
Assistant Keeper at the Whitworth Art Gallery and curated an exhibition on Morris in Madrid.

Tuesday 17 March 2026
Knight Errant: The Life and Adventures of William the Marshall

Rupert Willoughby
In his lecture Rupert evokes a gorgeous world in which the knight schooled in chivalry and
glorious in his silk like coat of mail and golden spurs, was pre-eminent. William the Marshal
was the classic knight errant who made his name. — and a fortune in ransoms- on the
tournament circuits in France. Such was William’s renown that he rose to be Regent of
England during the minority of Henry lll, uniting the nation and saving the English monarchy.
Rupert compares William’s verse biography with the Arthurian romances of his
contemporary, Chretien de Troyes, and finds fiction merging with reality.
Rupert, with a First Class Honours Degree in History from the University of London, is an
historian and Classicist and experienced lecturer with a passion for castles, lakes and
uncovering the layers of the past as well as being the author of the best selling ‘Life in Medieval
England’.

Tuesday 21 April 2026

Creating an imaginary world - theatre design from Temple to Playhouse, into
the picture frame and out again Bertie Pearce
Bertie looks at the relationship between actor and audience and how this transformed the space
and architecture of theatre throughout the ages. From the Greeks and their remarkable
innovations to pageants, masques, liturgical drama, through the science of perspective, to court
theatre and Commedia dell'arte before entering the Globe and arriving at the Theatre Royal in
Drury Lane.

Bertie secured a BA (Hons) in Drama from Manchester University, and a Diploma Internationale
from the Ecole Internationale du Théatre. A member of the Inner Magic Circle, with Gold Star. He
has written articles for newspapers and magazines on entertainment and theatre.

Tuesday 19 May 2026

The Power of Jewellery: adornment and ritual from prehistory to the present
Judy Rudoe

What do we mean by jewellery? What does it mean to different societies across time and across

the world? Why do we wear jewellery? Judy’s lecture reveals how jewellery has been worn and

used, taking you from ancient burial ornaments to the big names of the modern world.

Judy is an Honorary Research Fellow at the British Museum where she was Senior Curator

for nearly 50 years specialising in jewellery. As well as a successful author Judy is a

Freeman of the Goldsmiths' Company, a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, and President of

the Society of Jewellery Historians.

Tuesday 16 June 2026

The Wallace Collection’s Rembrandts from Twelve to One but now Three and
Two Halves Stephen Duffy
When the Wallace Collection was bequeathed to the British nation in 1897 it was believed that
the museum had twelve paintings by Rembrandt. Later, most were re-assigned to other artists,
such that it was thought that there was only one genuine work by the great Dutch master - a
wonderful portrait of the artist’s son Titus. Further research has suggested that in fact four of the
other paintings are also wholly or partly by Rembrandt. But who decides things like this, and how
do they make their decisions?



Formerly Senior Curator of the Wallace Collection, Stephen had particular responsibility for
exhibitions and nineteenth-century paintings. He has given countless tours of the Collection for
visiting groups and many lectures on its art and other art historical subjects at home and abroad.



