
THE ARTS SOCIETY AMERSHAM (TASA) 
What do we do? Our main activity is a programme of 10 talks a year. These are held at 8 pm 

on the first Thursday of each month in the King’s Church in Raan’s Road, omitting August and 

January. It’s not just talks though, of which more later.  

We also have an active visits programme - some 7 or 8 a year. A 2024 highlight was a day spent 

at Chequers, the PM’s country retreat. After extensive security checking, our group enjoyed 

coffee in the drawing room 

before a tour of the house and 

gardens. The guide pointed out 

interesting historical artefacts 

and the bullet proof glass in the 

window by an alcove where 

Margaret Thatcher liked to sit 

and read. The gardens are 

lovely, and there is an 

impressive stand of trees 

planted by distinguished 

visitors, (mostly still on our 

side). Finally, we all enjoyed a 

beautifully cooked lunch served 

in the magnificent dining room and imagined all the well-known figures who had dined there 

over the years, (and one very recently!). A unique trip.  

In 2025 we have been to the Royal Pavilion, Brighton; and Chiswick House and Hogarth House, 

West London. We also visited Wilton House, Salisbury; and had a tour of the Festival Theatre 

and Cathedral, Chichester. At the time of writing we are looking forward to seeing the 

Christmas lights at Kew Gardens in December. 

Our members also look forward to the society’s annual holiday where we take in the 

architecture, art and culture of different cities in the UK. This September 2025 we went to 

York, and as well as the sights of the city visited Hardwick Hall and Castle Howard. A highlight 

was a behind the scenes tour at Tennants Auctioneers, a novel experience. (Pictures) 

Some history. The National Association of Decorative and Fine Arts Societies (NADFAS) was 

founded in 1965 with its inaugural meeting at Chenies Manor. Just before Covid it was 

rebranded as The Arts Society and its remit widened to encompass all the creative arts. That 

is when ‘The Arts Society Amersham’ or TASA became our new name. There are over 400 

affiliated local societies like ours, mainly in the UK but with a number in Europe, particularly 

Spain, and even several in New Zealand.  
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More on our talks. One of the reasons we have so many TASA members (250 and growing) is 

that The Arts Society is known for the exceptional quality of its lecturers. These are all 

accredited by HQ after a rigorous selection procedure. They are leaders in their field and often 

household names, known through their writing or media presence. After each talk we solicit 

feedback from our members about the quality of the 

talk and the slides used.  

We choose our lecturers by the equivalent of speed 

dating, in 2025 online by a panel of our committee. Each 

lecturer had two minutes to parade their wares or detail 

a specific talk. This worked surprisingly well; though it 

must be a little nerve racking for them. We have an 

eclectic approach to providing a good variety of topics as 

well as asking our members for their suggestions for 

future talks.  

Our talks in 2025 have covered varying topics including: Christopher Marlowe, Poet and Spy; 

he would have accomplished even greater things had he not died (probably murdered) after 

all day drinking with “friends,” aged only 29. The lecturer delivered a theatrical performance 

complete with mini movies to illustrate the differences between Marlowe and Shakespeare.  

Other titles included: Opium: Seduction, Greed and Art; and the Art of Norse Mythology. For 

the latter, the lecturer was a banker and solicitor by training. He was so fascinated by Viking 

culture when running his employer’s Nordic operations in Scandinavia that he subsequently 

did a degree in Scandinavian culture and history. His roll call of Norse Gods in his talk sounded 

like the cast list for Wagner’s Ring cycle! He explained why we hear so little of Viking culture – 

there was no written tradition. 

We like to have a seasonal topic in December; in 2025 A Very Ceremonial Christmas. We also 

like to add a festive flavour to our December 

talk. So, to start the Festive Season, each 

December mince pies are served before we 

have the suitably themed talk. 

In 2026 we have subjects such as a history 

of British Studio Pottery; The Unknown 

Churchill – Winston Churchill and Blenheim 

Palace; and Celebrating the Centenary of 

Winnie the Pooh. It is not all high art topics.  

Young Arts. We are very proud of the work 

we do within the community, especially for 

local young people with our Young Arts programme. We aim to bring them an enjoyment and 

understanding of the creative arts by awarding grants for projects.  



In 2024 to celebrate St Mary’s School’s 150th birthday we funded a workshop on willow 

weaving so that the children could make a symbolic tree for their garden. We also provided 

funds towards each pupil at Dr 

Challoner’s Grammar School’s making 

a ceramic fish to create a large 

sculpture illustrating the flow of 

knowledge, for their 400th 

anniversary. 

At several primary schools, given the 

constraints on school budgets, we 

have assisted with funding for 

specialist art materials and library 

books 

Then there are joint ventures with the local libraries and the Amersham Museum. In 2025 

Amersham Museum held a modelling day led by a specialist teacher based on its exhibition 

about the development of the local landscape, the results of which many readers will have 

seen displayed in the museum’s window.  

Currently we are funding a local school for Art Bytes. Art Bytes is a national Art and EdTech 

programme for Year 5 and 9 students in all educational settings including SEND schools in 

England. It provides a digital platform for participants to see their art exhibited online with 

regional exhibitions leading to a national exhibition and awards. 

Another area we engage in is preserving historically important local art and artefacts. For 
instance, together with a V & A grant, we helped Amersham Museum to purchase ‘Hayricks’ 
by Mary Dering Curtois, a local Victorian artist.  
 
Our meetings. Before each talk we have free tea, 

coffee and biscuits giving members an opportunity to 

chat and socialise. And we run occasional new 

members’ evenings to help recent joiners feel at 

home. The King’s Church in Raans Road has 

excellent audio-visual facilities for slides, 

music and film clips. We are glad of its warmth in the winter and air con in the summer. 



There is plenty of free parking too, both on site and over the road.  

And finally, please do not confuse us with the Art Fund, a national organisation which has a 

very different role. And we are not a painting club either! 

Full details of all our activities are on our website www.theartssocietyamersham.org.uk 

 

Nicholas Dee 

Publicity and Heritage, The Arts Society Amersham.  
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